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Sultan. To his retainers Fakhar was said to be liberal enough,
but at the expense of the townsmen and the merchants; in
short, 'Eysa's opinion was that it would go hard with him at
Thoweynee's audience, unless indeed bribes could carry him
through, an event of which there was yet a chance. This last
circumstance gave occasion to sundry complaints regarding the
negligence of the Sultan in redressing the grievances of the
land; while the system of Sa'eed and his prosperous days and
energetic government were a fertile subject of conversation and
regret.

But though a certain falling off has taken place in the
general administration, the police, established from old times
throughout 'Oman, seems to be still very good. Unlike the
u Zelators " of Nejed, these " Hurras " to give them their Arab
name, equivalent to our " guardsmen," confine their action
simply to the maintenance of public order, the preventing
squabbles, arresting delinquents, and the like; no spy system,
official or non-official, has place here, and no offence is taken
cognizance of, unless it interferes with the public peace.
During the daytime the "Hurras" may be met with, princi-
pally about the market-place ; and their dress, of a somewhat
more military cut than that of the ordinary townsmen, with the
rich ornamentation of their daggers, sometimes a gun too, dis-
tinguishes them from amid the crowd. At night they walk up
and down the streets, and challenge all who seem other than
" true men" in the Sultan's name. Robbery, housebreaking,
or murder are rare occurrences in the Batinah, and the fre-
quency of single and unarmed travellers throughout the coun-
try marks a population at once dense and orderly. No Bedouin
tribes exist between Djebel-Akhdar and the sea; the com-
paratively few nomades who belong to 'Oman are to be
found on the southern side of the mountain in the district
entitled Dahirah, and towards the eastern extremity of the
range in the province of Djailan. This latter province furnishes
the choicest dromedaries of 'Oman, and consequently of the
entire Arabian Peninsula ; in the Batinaii as&es are very com-
monly employed for burden, or even for riding; horses, though
smaller, and in other ways inferior to the Nejdean breed, are
used by the richer classes.